Yakutsk to India; and in North America. It stretches
longitudinally for thousands of kilometres from north to
south., through different climates.
What interested Williams far more than climate zones
was the age of the soil. When was a given area at zero point
- in soil formation, from which the counting of "soil time"
can   be   started?
This question may seem almost superfluous. Did not soil
begin to form everywhere approximately at the same time
from the moment the first plants appeared on land, somewhere
in the Silurian or the Devonian period?
A superficial and hasty answer!
The sea advanced and retreated. The waves swept over
the land and laid bare its bed. Lava poured over the land.
Such was the complicated process, with numerous inter-
ruptions and resumptions, of soil formation!
But it is not these ancient ebbs and flows that interest
us now. They do not .determine the "starting point."
Only quite recently, counting by the clock of geology,
in the epoch immediately preceding the present one, a huge
glacier covered nearly the whole area of what is now Russia.
This glacier retreated slowly, over a period of thousands
of years. The places first to be cleared were those where the
sun was hottest. The ice armour in the North was the
last to melt. Greenland is still covered with a thick coat
of continental ice. There, the glacial period has not
yet ended, and the traveller who visits this island, the
largest in the world, is actually making a journey into
time.
In some places the bared soil retained something of its
preglacial age; but for the most part it was lifeless, mineral,
"subbed" morain: silicates, clays, crushed quartz, loams
and chalk. . . .
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